The ability of several anaerobic bacteria to hydrolyze esculin to esculetin is used by clinical microbiologists and taxonomists in the differentiation and identification of both gram-positive and gram-negative microorganisms. Conventional methods used for determining esculin hydrolysis by anaerobic bacteria require 24 to 48 h for completion. In this paper we evaluate two procedures which yield rapid results. A total of 738 anaerobic bacteria were used in this study. A 
DISCUSSION
Esculin hydrolysis has been widely used for the classification and identification of microorganisms, especially streptococci belonging to Lancefield group D, Enterobacteriaceae, Listeria, and Pseudomonas maltophilia (1, 4-8, 10 ). Anaerobic bacteria, especially B. fragilis, Fusobacterium mortiferum, and several species ofthe genus Clostridium, are capable of hydrolyzing esculin and thus can be differentiated from the esculin-negative members of their respective genera (2) . Esculin hydrolysis by bacteria can be determined in growth-supporting media, such as broth media containing esculin, bile-esculin 
